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Rebecca Nappa

Emma Satlof-Bedrick
Senior UX Researcher

 Comcast Business
for 1 year

Previous Positions: Director of Research Partnerships, Character Lab

Degree field: Developmental Psychology

Best part of my current position:  Getting to stretch different research muscles on projects that move very quickly

Advice: Use Linkedin to find people in your network (friends of friends count), alumni networks, and interest groups

for people who have transitioned from academia into the industry. People are very willing to give informational

interviews and review resumes! 

Contact: https://www.linkedin.com/in/esatlofbedrick/

Previous Positions: Analyst - Lake Partners Consulting Services

Degree field: Psychology (Judgment and Decision Making)

Best part of my current position: I get to influence decision-making processes for cutting-edge technologies

Advice: Try joining groups (Ladies That UX has multiple chapters and is very inclusive - you don't have to identify as a

woman to join the group; Lunch Club is an online/in-person networking platform where you get to meet people who

are working in the field you're interested in; UX Coffee Hours offers 1:1 mentorship sessions with industry

professionals; ADPList another good one). If you're uncomfotable with networking like me, think of it as a research

project you're working on, and what you're doing is trying to collect information, and you might be surprised that how

these one-off conversations turn into collaborations. Getting a PhD teaches us how to ask good questions, so this will

be the most important skill as you look for a job and also after getting a job.

Email: mel@meltem.io

 

 

 

Previous Positions: Full-time: Visiting Assistant Professor, Emmanuel College. Internship at Pearson Education

Degree field: Cognitive Psychology

Best part of my current position:  My colleagues, and the opportunity to innovate

Advice: Best resource: Connections are your best resource, make them and don't hesitate to use them! Best advice:

Choose the type of role (position/field) you want most and work towards that, but keep an open mind about other

opportunities that you might encounter in the process.

Contact: nappattack@gmail.com, or feel free to message me on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/rebecca-

nappa-0311728b/

Senior Data Scientist
Amazon 

for 7 years

User Experience Researcher
Microsoft - AI Platform

for 2 years
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 Alexandre Filipowicz

Yakov Kronrod

Senior Learning and Curriculum Manager
 Duolingo

for 4.5 years
Previous Positions: Assistant Director, University of Pittsburgh’s Global Studies Center

Degree field: French studies

Best part of my current position: Collaborating with smart people from different fields to solve interesting problems

Advice: Network a lot - learn what people do, and how they talk about doing it. You probably have a lot of the skills

and training you need, but they way you frame that is very important.

Email: lisa@duolingo.com

Senior Research Scientist
 Toyota Research Institute

for 2 years
Previous Positions: Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Pennsylvania (Computational Neuroscience Initiative)

Degree field: Cognitive Neuroscience

Best part of my current position:  Cutting edge interdisciplinary work

Advice: Use your career services resources - they will help you build a resume, navigate the job landscape, network,

and offer many software tools that were helpful during my job search.

Email: alex.filipowicz@tri.global

Machine Learning Engineering Manager
 Spotify

for 3.5 years
Previous Positions: Research Science Manager at Amazon, Applied Scientist and Research Science Manager at AWS

Degree field: Computational Linguistics

Best part of my current position: Getting to work with incredibly intelligent and empathetic people on a very

ambiguous and complex problem space. Getting to combine both engineering excellence and research approaches in

helping create a better experience for millions of people all around the world. Oh, and just knowing that we're helping

create culture and connect people to culture every day!

Advice: Don't assume there's only one way to get where you want to go. Actually, don't even assume that you know

exactly where you want to get to. Be open to next steps you didn't expect, and be willing to say yes to new challenges

and opportunities. Having said that, stay on top of the latest advancements on both the research and industry side.

And read a book a couple times a year that talks about building companies, managing strong teams, being emotionally

intelligent, productivity, and focus. Sometimes these books feel like silly self-help books, but they inform a lot of

industry practice and lingo and will help you "play the part" when you transition from academia to industry. Finally,

make your priority to build up those around you (and especially on your teams once you're a manager...their success is

your success) while maintaining clear, transparent, and impact-focused communication with those above you at the

company (never forget: at the end of the day, your career is in their hands in many ways). But above all else, never

sacrifice on your values and empathy for others, even if pushed to do so.

Contact: LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/yakovkronrod/ Professional Email: yakovk@spotify.com Personal

Email: yakovkronrod@gmail.com



Sarah Clement

Degree field: Developmental Psychology

Email: sclement@templeton.org

Degree field: Developmental Psychology

Gary Purpura

Previous Positions: Postdoctoral Fellow; Rutgers Institute for Health, Healthcare Policy, and Aging Research

Degree field: Developmental Psychology

Best part of my current position:  Cis the ability to work with scholars and practitioners across institutions to effect positive

change, whether that is funding an innovative research grant, building support for important initiatives (e.g., open science), or

identifying promising programs. 

Advice: In addition to following the work of individual foundations, someone who is interested in a career in philanthropy, should

also look into the work of funder collaboratives such as the Science Philanthropy Alliance, the Health Research Alliance,

Grantmakers in Health, and Grantmakers for Education

Email: sclement@templeton.org

Previous Positions: Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Pennsylvania

Degree field: Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Best part of my current position: The variety of people and projects I work with, and creating opportunities for people to find

wonder and empowerment in science

Advice: Learn about evidence-based frameworks for science engagement & communication and look for ways to implement them

Contact: jdas@fi.edu, @JayatriDas on Twitter

 

Previous Positions: Associate Director of Academic Advising, Penn College of Arts and Sciences

Degree Field: Philosophy

Best part of my current position: Being positioned to work with a broad range of the campus to positively impact the delivery of

undergraduate education at Penn

Advice: While in graduate school, take on administrative tasks/responsibilities in your department/center/school/university

whenever you can to demonstrate your abilities to collaborate, compromise, and find practical solutions to problems (while still

making adequate progress toward your degree, of course!)

Contact: gpurpura@upenn.edu

Degree field: Developmental Psychology

Samantha (Sam) White

Associate Vice Provost for Education and Academic Planning, Office of the Provost
The University of Pennsylvania

for 3 years

Chief of Scientific and Public Engagement
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, National Institutes of Health

for 3-4 years
Previous Positions: Scientific Communication and Coordination Specialist

Degree field: Neuroscience

Best part of my current position: Autonomy

Advice: Proactively engage in interdisciplinary science communication and/or outreach, particularly with a lens toward problem-

solving that accommodates the mission of diverse participants.

Contact: samantha.white2@nih.gov (Link-In with me: linkedin.com/in/samanthalwhite)

Jayatri Das

Senior Director, Character Virtue Development
 The John Templeton Foundation

for 10 years

Chief Bioscientist and Director of Science Content
The Franklin Institute

for 16 years

MEET OUR PANELISTS 
Panel 3: Non-Profit and Government

Beyond Academia: 
Careers for PhDs in Behavioral & Brain Sciences


